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Phony
proposals
target small
businesses

Businesses are targets
for scams each year and
scammers are getting sav-
vier in their schemes.

If you are a small busi-
TIeSS OWNer, you are always
looking for new clients. An
RFP (request for proposal)
sent to your inbox can be
a great chance to win new
‘business. However, the BBB
is warning businesses to
be cautious of scam emails
that only look like RFPs.

A business may receive
an email with the subject
“RFP Proposal” or some-
thing similarly general.
The message appears to
be from a potential client
asking the business to bid
on a new contract. The first
goal is to get the business
to open the message and
download the attached RFP
file. In most cases, the at-
tachment seems “real.” The
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RFP will include details
about the project and uses The Terrell & Associates team includes, from left, Michelle Harris, Rhea Shields, Hailey Kotara, Roland Terrell, Terri Terrell, Matt Shaheen, Stacy Dion Cor-
a company or government bello and Randy Harless.
agency name.
The actual scam takes

many forms. It may point
you to another website to
input personal informa-
tion or request that you
download a malware-
infected file. Other versions
request that you provide
‘bank account information,
under the guise of needing
payment information. No
‘matter what the con, the
BBB recommends that you
delete it.

The BBB offers the fol-
lowing tips to help spot an
RFP scam:

@ Don't believe what
you see, Just because
an email looks real,
doesn’t mean it is. Scam-
‘mers can fake anything
from a company logo to the
“Sent” email address.

® Call the contact
information to confirm. If
you aren’t sure if an RFP
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tion in their fake emails.
Always be wary of messag-
es and project descriptions
that are overly broad.

@ In general, be wary of
unexpected emails that
contain links or attach-
ments. Do not click on
links or open files in unfa-
miliar emails.

® Be extremely cau-
tious, especially if this is
not your normal process
for getting new clients.
Investigate before you get
involved.

When in doubt, call your
BBB at 337-478-6253 or visit
bbb.org.

Carmen Million is president/
CEOQ of the Better Business Bu-
reau Serving Southwest Louisi-
ana. Contact her at 478-6513 or
cmillion@lakecharles.bbb.org.
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there when they need them.
The team of advisors educates
clients on what can be com-
plex plans in simple, straight
forward terms.

Whether you are a business
owner, teacher, police officer,
industry worker, engineer, or
professional, Terrell & Associ-
ates can work with you to help
you achieve your goals. Help-
ing clients understand what
they have and how to maneu-
ver the financial landscape,
Terrell & Associates advisors
do not limit the discussion to
retirement plans and insur-
ance.

At Terrell & Associates, it's
not a cookie cutter approach,
said Randy Harless, RICP
financial advisor. “We work

.
N

If you feel over-
whelmed by simply
saying “retirement
planning,” the team
atTerrell Associates
understands. They
are true advisors who
put the client first.

time to plant an oak tree was
30 years ago; the second-best
time is today.”

with a broad base of clients
and use a holistic approach to
best serve individual needs.”
With a casual approach to
learning the client’s individu-
al situation and needs, Terrell
advisors put the relationship
first. Independent and client-
centric, Terrell & Associates
offers a diverse mix of finan-
cial services and products.
From retirement and estate
planning to life insurance and
business planning to invest-
ment management, the Terrell

Find out how you can ben-
efit from the services of Ter-
rell & Associates, Call today:
337-474-4025 or you can visit
Terrel]andAssn.ciates .com.
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Terrell & Associates is located at 625 W. College St. in Lake Charles. Call them today at 337-474-4025.

life insurance, or are just
starting your career, the team
of licensed financial advisors
at Terrell & Associates can
give you “Confidence For Your
Future.”

“The worst thing you can
do is procrastinate.” said Matt
Shaheen, financial advisor, “A
good analogy is this: The best

ment accounts like 401(k)s and
IRAs, they are true advisors
who put the client first and go
beyond just investments and
products,

Rhea Shields, financial
advisor, had this to say about
the products offered, “We work
with multiple national compa-
nies, researching what works

for each client is a priority.”
A team of financial advi-
sors committed to being there
for you when you need them
the most, Terrell & Associ-
ates advisors are determined
to be there for their clients
long-term. So, whether you
are considering retirement,
don't fully understand your

& Associates team is built to
Serve yoll.

If you feel overwhelmed
by simply saying “retirement
planning,” the team at Terrell
Associates understands. While
this financial advisory firm
offers term and permanent life
insurance, IRAs, annuities, in-
vestment accounts, and retire-

Securities offered through Questar
Capital Corporation. Member of
FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services of-
fered through Questar Asset Man-
agement, a registered investment
advisor. Terrell & Associates, LLC

is independent of Questar Capital
Corporation and Questar Asset
Management.
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Tel‘rell “Confidence In Your Future”
& Associates, LLC
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www.TerrellandAssociates.com
625 West College Lake Charles, LA 70605 * 337.474.4025
Securities offered though Questar Capital Corporation (QCC), Member FINRA/SIPC.

Advisory Services offered through Questar Asset Management (OAMd)‘ A Registered
Investment Advisor. Temell & Associates, LLC is independent of QCC and QAM
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A Unique Shopping Experience
As You Wilk Through History

JEWELRY AND ANTIQUES

1830 Ryan Street, Suite D
Tuesday - Saturday 10-4

STORE 337-564-5005 CELL 337-540-1223
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golfcarsunlimited@yahoo.com LakesideBanking.com B
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337-436-7698

V-Belts and Pulleys

YOUR ONE STOP BELT CENTER

600 South MLK Hwy., Lake Charles, LA « M-F 7:30 - 5:00 « Sat 9:00 - 1:00

'P/Sulphur Branch Manager k Park Branch Manager

KENNY FUSELIER ¢ C
Unde since 19
3019 Kirkman Street
Lake Charles, LA * 478-6700
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www.kennyfuselietflooring.com
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OVER 50 Artisans & Vendors in over 7,000 SF of SHOPPING!
Appliance y

217 East Thomas St
Sulphur, LA 70653
337.476.5096
Mon - Sat T0AM - 6PM

Unigue Shop with One-of-a-Kind Local Art & Gifls
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= 1-800-256-1471
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Fine Antigques

2220 Ryan Street
(Corner of Ryan & Loule)
Gallery: 337-436-6444
Mon - Fri: 10am to 5:30pm
Sat: 10am to 4pm
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MORE STYLE LESS MONEY

WITH THIS COUPON
{Pre tax. One coupon per customer par day. Not valid with any other coupon or discounts.)
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Muminate your business. Call us today.
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MERCHANTS
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Bank - Since 1928
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View our quality work online!
VincentsRoofing.com

337-437-7611

SPECIALIZING IN:
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Roofing und Gutter Systems

STATE FaRM
State Farm®
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

W

*PAINTING Insurancy
*SIDING ] 3) Home Office, Bloomington, lllinois 61710
* GUTTERS fplace .

B Carl H. Vincent

*WINDOWS
e Agent

815 8. Huntington Street, Sulphur, LA 70663
Phone 337 527 5211 Toll Free 800960 7728
carl.vincent.b28| @statefarm.com
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1704 Hwy 14 Lake Charles, LA 1 or Drive Thru

(337) 602-6160




